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Bright Ideas 2004   Grant Application

Part 1 of 4 - Applicant Information

	Applicant Name
	Pamela R. Johnson

	Submit Date
	September 25, 2004

	School Name
	Eastern Wayne Middle School

	School Address
	3518 Central Heights Rd.

	School City, State, Zip
	Goldsboro NC 27534

	School Phone Number
	(919) 751-7110

	School Fax Number
	(919) 751-7114

	Home Phone Number
	(919) 751-0012

	Home Address
	109 Rose Drive

	Home City, State, Zip
	Goldsboro NC 27534

	E-mail address
	pam.Johnson@wcps.org

	Team Members
	

	(if any)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Maximum Bright Ideas grant amounts go up to $2,000, depending on the sponsoring cooperative. Please go to the Grant Amounts section of www.ncbrightideas.com to research the maximum amount of your sponsoring cooperative.

	Deadline: Please go to www.ncbrightideas.com to view the deadline for your school.  Search for your school and look for the sponsoring cooperative’s deadline. The deadlines vary for each cooperative.


Part 2 of 4 - Project Overview

	[image: image1.wmf]Project Name
	Living History

	Curriculum area
	Language Art, Social Studies, and Technology

	Number of students to benefit from project
	Directly ninety-two eighth graders and indirectly the entire school of over seven hundred and thirty students, their parents, and the community will benefit from this project.

	Would you accept partial funding?
	Yes                              No

	Is so, what is the minimum amount you would need to implement your project idea? 
	$848.61

	Will the items purchased with this grant be used for more than one school year? 
	Yes                              No



	Project summary
(50 words or less)
	All to often when students hear the word “history” their minds think of reading a social studies book. By conducting Living History Interviews they will learn the art of conducting an interview and how to create a digital video project that incorporates photography, editing, layout, and design in a real world setting.




Part 3 of 4 - Detailed Information
	Population - Describe students to be served, including grade levels. (100 words or less)

	The eighth grade students I teach range in ability from non-readers to the academically gifted. The development of this digital video based project requires students to broaden their horizons and extend their learning experience to outside of the classroom though the use of documenting our communities oral history, as well as help serve as a link between students, parents, and teachers. It will also help students see the connection between educational technology and the real world. Our school, parents and community will also share in the benefits this project will provide by way of the school newsletter and digtel video.

	Goals - What are the goals or objectives of the project? (200 words or less)

	At the conclusion of the grade year students are required to pass the Eighth Grade End of Grade Test in order to be promoted to the ninth grade. In addition students in the state of North Carolina are required to pass the North Carolina Test of Computer Skills in order to graduate, which is taken in their eighth grade year. I have found that the best way to achieve this feat is to get students to understand the need for and benefits of reading comprehension and technology. Due to the nature and design of this digital video based interview project all of my students will benefit from learning the skills included in the development as it incorporates Language Arts skills such as spelling and grammar and social studies skills such as research and methodology. Thus it becomes an essential part of the educational experience. If used correctly it is an enhancement to education. By incorporating technology into the process of journalism and then adding the elements needed to successfully complete the digit video production, students can actually see the educational connection between language arts, social studies and applied technology.

	Needs & Benefits - How will the project address students' needs and provide ongoing benefits? (200 words or less)

	My intent is for this project to be on going with the collection of interviews expanding as the year progresses and other learn about the project. It will allow students to use their core curriculum skills while making advancements in technology. By learning the elements needed to produce and maintain a high quality product my students will be able to see the fruits of their learning labors. They will know that they have used what they have learned.

By having students conduct, digitally video, and share their Living History Interviews with not only the school but also the community this project provides a service for the community, school, parents, and students. Our society is has become an ever increasing past paced world the opportunity with the opportunity for face to face contact. For our students this project offers them the opportunity to not only step our side of the classroom for a learning experience but to document history and in turn bring it to life.  The parents and community benefit by having the students take a vested interest in the community.


	Implementation - Describe the implementation plan and schedule of activities. (200 words or less)

	The reality of it is that this project cannot be done in one or two weeks. This project will be on going. To be successful it will take time for students to learn how to create the types of questions that will generate in depth responses from those that they interview, conduct the interviews in a professional manner, and become comfortable with the elements of successful videoing. The level of technology skills must be learned and the proficiency level of writing and editing must continue to develop. The need to continually keep the articles in our school newsletter fresh and interesting will allow the students to take an active role in a variety of research, writing, and hands on experiences. The written articles will take the forms of an on going community expose.

	Creativity - Describe creative and innovative elements of the project. (200 words or less)

	After talking with my students I have found that the vast majority of them know little of the daily lives and experiences of the seniors in our community. Although several of them have extended family in the community they, for the most part, know very little about their past. This project could provide, perhaps, a once in a lifetime opportunity for students the experience of coming face to face with “Living History” while expanding they knowledge, and learning in an innovative way. 

As someone who works continually with technology both in and out of school (in addition to being a fulltime classroom teacher, I am the Technology Integration Facilitator for my school and have just completed a MaEd in Instructional Technology) I have worked extensively with digital photography and layout and design, and feel that I can offer my students a fresh and exciting perspective for this project.

	Evaluation - How will project outcomes be evaluated? (200 words or less)

	The best way to evaluate the outcome of this project would be the dissemination of the information that would result from the success of the digital video and newsletter articles. This would in turn be based on the verbal feed back as well as school surveys administered to students, parents. In addition our school would experience the long-term benefits achieved by maintaining an ongoing involvement in the community, keeping them aware of our interest in our surroundings, and aware of our shared local history. This community involvement would be another way by which to evaluate the success of the project.


Part 4 of 4 - Budget and Funding
	Itemized Project Budget (Required)
	


	Quantity
	Description
	Unit 

Cost


	Mandatory

(Yes/No?)
	Total Cost

	3
	DXG 202V Digital Video Camera
	129.99
	Yes
	389.97

	3
	Tripod
	52.96
	Yes
	158.88

	3
	Creative Webcam NX PRO
	49.99
	No
	149.97

	3
	SanDisk 128MB Secure Digital Card
	29.94
	Yes
	89.82

	3
	Camera Bag
	19.99
	Yes
	59.97

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Amount requested
	848.61


Comments

	Regardless of whether I receive funding for this project, I do appreciate the opportunity to submit this application, as it shows that you are indeed dedicated to supporting the efforts of the teachers in our state. Thank you for your time and reflection. 

Sincerely, Pamela R. Johnson
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Approval (please check)
	Yes
	This application has been reviewed and approved by the principal of this school.

	Yes
	I am a teacher in a North Carolina certified K-12 school.

	Yes
	This is the only application I have submitted in 2004.

	No
	This project does not request money for salaries or professional development. 
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